DIA review(s) completed.
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SHRJECT: Cousideration of Possible Disclosurc of Batellite Reconnaissance
Information

At the meeting of an imteragency group on Janusxy 8, 1964 1 agreed
to eht:f.n. imgm on the extent of disclosure of recoansissance
satellite materisls sod intelligence data derived from this source through
militsry channels; and soms asseasment of the mﬁm whiich BATO g;u}izm
personme]l have in our intelligence data aince the satellite source has been
availsble. I believe the following information will be adequate to aid
the group in its further deliberations.
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The principsl categories of targets included in these publicationa
apd charts which reflect anm improving guality in our intelliigence
gathering capsbllities axe 1CBM, IBEM, MRBM snd 8AM sites, airfields and
aivcraft on sixrfields. Information on other categoriea of targets is
being fmproved by sateilite reconnaissance and veflected in the sbove
1ntelligence date being made svailsble to our HATO allies. The European
Soviet Bloc Target Bata Invemtory and related maps and charts which we
make available to NATO allies through military chennels covere the ares
weat of 357 E longitude,

25X1DIA The materials wade available |@l!‘i not very
revealing of details of critical targets from which Inferom ght be

drawn as to the quality of our seurce. The TDI mevsly glves the target
category aad its geographical coordinstes, Alr target charts also shaow enly
the location of the terget and include no local details. The charts include
loeal detail such as mmber and gonaral size of buildings, bridges, railroad
yards, power plante and other industrial fscilities but ? details of
missile sites. That is, imstallstiors thet might plsusibly be observed
from tha ground ov from older intelligence dats are degeribed in sowe detail
in costrast to wissiie sites. On some aiy taxget charts, stylised embleme
showing, for exmmple, typical lsunch pad building complex layocuts are used,
These raveal that we kmow rypes of base layouts. Also since many of the
missile sites sre in woods well swey from railrosds and rosds, our infor-
mation fmplies overhsad observation, However, very little detail on these
remote targets hss baen put imto HAYO chanmels. The Avmy wap series,
slthough showing detail wore appropriate to ground combat similarly

contatn little detail on remote, critical installations.

It is estimated that in excess of 360 silied officers in BRAPE Haad~
quarters snd majox allied subordinate commands heve had sccess to this
sstellite photography derived data. These officers sre in commend echelous,
plans and policy, operation and intelligence elemsnts of the various
{nternationnl staffs. Forty copies of the RATO TPI sre distributed to
the Allied Comsands.

1n terms of action pending to meke wmoré satellite scguired intelligence
available to our NATO ellfes the following might be reported to those
members of the group not alresdy sware of it, In support of the decision
to encOUTrage greater maltipational participstion im nuclear plasning the
08 have vecommended wodiffcation of Bino-Soviet Sloc TBI to provide RATO
with sdditionsl informatfon. This would imvelve the inclusion in the
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BATO Zuropesn Soviet Bloc TDY of categories of targsts previcusly
excluded, Those ftesw which contain satellite~dertived information will
be approximately i0 percent or about 1,000 out of 11,000 ftems to be
added to the NATC TDI. This matter is undey consideration by the UBIB,
Further action i{s being hald in sbeyance pending completion of a review
by the Committee on Overhesd Beconnalssance of sanitization and dowme
grading procedures applicable to TALENT-ZEVHOLE waterials. The results

The question of the confidence factor ascribed to U.5, tatell 8

data dorived from satellite recommaissance is dfffiecult to sasscis

TREC on of improving capabilities
our gence data, particularly in the NRBM, SAM and airfield order
of battle sreas, which could not be realised without overhesd reconmaissance,
This data are generally accepted without serious question, but occasionally
questions of source arise. One can probably ssgume that BAYO allted
military confidence in our intelligence and target information based on
satellite photography is ressonably high,

L L)

Deputy

2

Approved For Release 2002/06/25 : CIA-RDP67B00558R000100090004-7




